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Summary

The Chinese ‘#4& is the name given to Malus asiatica, a kind of apple that bears fruit of about 4 cm in diameter and
originates in central to northern China.

This apple was introduced to Japan presumably through Korea from the 980s to the 1100s, and planted sporadically
in Kyoto area. In Japan, ‘#k#8’ was called rin-kon or rin-gon, and later rin-go, a pronunciation that derived from an
ancient southern Chinese dialect.

By the middle of the 1700s, rin-go planting was propagated in northern Kyushi island to northern Honshi island,
particularly in regions near the Sea of Japan, but planting was sporadic in all regions compared to other fruits such as
Japanese pears, persimmons, plums, apricots and Japanese apricots.

From the latter 1500s to the early 1600s, a variety of rin-go known as M. asiatica var. rinki, which is a reddish fruit
smaller than rin-go, is supposed to have been introduced into Japan in areas extending to the northern regions of Honshi
island. This variety was called rin-kin or rin-ki in these regions. Since these sounds are similar to the pronunciation of
#4& | lin-gin in a northern Chinese dialect, rin-kin or rin-ki is assumed to have been brought directly from the region on
the continent which was under northern Chinese culture.

Commentaries on the apple #4& described in the Japanese literatures from the 700s to the 1800s were also introduced

and discussed.
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